Newsletter 


March 1970 

Vol. 4 No. 3 

"A SIGNIFICANT FORWARD STEP" 

At a meeting of the Executive Council of Spiritual 
Frontiers Fellowship held in Miami, February 12-14, 

President Ross Sweeny announced what he called "a signi¬ 
ficant forward step” in the development, integration and 
expansion of the national SFF program. He was referring 
to arrangements made with Dr. Marcus Bach, director of 
the Foundation for Spiritual Understanding, to head up a 
much needed new dimension in SFF's contribution to churches 
and to the religious life of our time. Dr. Bach has agreed 
to a part-time appointment as Director of Special Projects, 
a position which involves formulation of a study program 
designed to carry the basic goals of SFF into the new 
decade through the creation of new study materials, a 
closer relationship with the church-at-large, and a broad¬ 
ening of the base on which SFF has pioneered since its 
dramatic founding -in Illinois in 1956. 

The Council was of the opinion that the time has come for a thorough new and in¬ 
sightful look at the total impact of Spiritual Frontiers Fellowship in our contemporary 
period. Has a gap developed between the fast-moving advance in technological, parapsy- 
chological and philosophical discoveries which needs to be related more closely to SFF's 
special mission and service to the religious world? Is SFF making the most of the grow¬ 
ing interest in its already established areas of communication with its members, no less 
than with an oncoming generation's intensified spiritual quest? It felt that Dr. Bach, 
who was among the early "frontiersmen" of SFF following its incorporation, could supply 
the Fellowship with the type of leadership required by the challenging and fluid con¬ 
temporary religious scene. 

While maintaining his present position as director of his California based Foundation 
Dr. Bach will bring into SFF his years of research in the broad fields of comparative 
religions and his insight and knowledge of religious search and discovery going on in 
America and around the world. President Sweeny pointed out that few men have the wide 
acquaintance with the changing religious scene and its various disciplines as that en¬ 
joyed by Dr. Bach. He has authored more than twenty books in these fields, holds a 
Ph.D. from the University of Iowa and four honorary degrees from other American univer¬ 
sities. He has an unusually wide acquaintance with church and non-church leaders and 
people interested in the basic program to which SFF is committed. Dr. Bach begins his 
new relationship with SFF immediately and will work closely with the still to be ap¬ 
pointed Executive Director. We assure him the support and cooperation of our entire 
membership and staff. 



The Newsletter of Spiritual Frontiers Fellowship is published ten times a year (monthly 
except July and August), by the Spiritual Frontiers Fellowship, the office of which is at 
800 Custer, Evanston, Illinois 60202. Members of SFF receive the Newsletter by virtue of 
membership. Second-class postage paid at Evanston, Illinois. 
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE EXPECTED TO BE BEST EVER 


This year's Annual Conference of Spiritual Frontiers Fellowship is to be held 
May 14-16 in the Chicago Temple in downtown Chicago, Illinois. Conference Program 
Chairman, the Rev. William Rauscher, in making the announcement expressed the belief 
that this will be the largest and best attended Conference in the fourteen year history 
of SFF. 

The "Loop" location is convenient to many major hotels, restaurants, and trans¬ 
portation. With a seating capacity of nearly 1,500 and one of the tallest buildings 
for worship in the Western Hemisphere the Temple is one of the show places of Methodism. 
Just across the street is the now well-known Civic Center Plaza and its Picasso "statue". 

The program which Father Rauscher has arranged brings many well-known personalities. 
The principal speakers, in the order of their main appearance are: 

ARTHUR FORD , noted lecturer^ teacher, author and psychic; one of the founders of SFF. 

DIANE PIKE , widow of the late Dr. James A. Pike, and president of The Bishop Pike 

Foundation in Santa Barbara, California. She Is the author of the recently published 
book, Search , and co-author with Dr. Pike of The Other Side which created a sensation 
as an account of experiences with Psychic Phenomena. 

GEORGE G, RICHIE. JR. , M.D. who was pronounced dead on the morning of December 20, 1943. 
He will tell of this amazing and astounding personal experience which changed him 
from an indifferent Christian into a man whose life is centered in Christ. 

MARTIN EBON , noted author, editor and scholar. At present editor of the Journal of 
Spiritual Frontiers , Mr. Ebon's background includes work as a specialist in the 
psychology of economics, and managing editor of The International Journal of Parapsy ¬ 
chology and Tomorrow magazine. 

ALLEN SPRAGGETT , Religion Editor of the Toronto Star, Canada's largest daily newspaper. 
His presentation is dynamic, electric, and exciting in every respect. He returns to 
the Conference this year by popular demand and will speak of the documented healings 
of Kathryn Kuhlman. 

WALTER HOUSTON CLARK , Ph.D., retired professor of psychology and religion at Andover 
Newton Theo logical School, Massachusetts. He is the author of three books and this 
past year traveled to France, India and Australia on a research assignment for the 
American Society for Psychical Research. 

HAROLD SHERMAN , well-known personality in the field of ESP. He is the author of many 

books and has assisted in many psychic experiments. He will take into consideration 
ESP as a natural factor in both the private and spiritual life of the individual. 

DR. MARCUS BACH , internationally known author and lecturer, has been called America's 
foremost interpreter of the faiths people live by. His personalized research has 
taken him among the people of five continents and as a result of these experiences 
he has written numerous books and magazine articles. He is much in demand as a 
speaker. 

Assisting these main speakers will be a large number of others, many well-known in 
their own right. There will be workshops each of the three days and programs for Youth 
led by the popular Bud and Pat Hayes. 

The detailed program is now at the printers. A copy will be mailed to all SFF 
members and subscribers as soon as received. 


















• Pittsburgh, Pa. - There is no SFF Pittsburgh 
Chapter but as an SFF member and Vestryman of 
his church, Alfred Mann has arranged for 
some public meetings featuring Ambrose and £>5 
Olga Worrall. Mr. and Mrs. Worrall will be 
at St. Andrew's Episcopal Church, Hampton 

St. and N. Euclid Ave. (Highland Park area) 
on Saturday, April 25 and Sunday, April 26. 

On Saturday they will lecture at 2:00 P.M. 
and show slides of psychic phenomena at 8:00 

P.M. Mr. Worrall will deliver the sermon at 
the 11:00 A.M. Worship Service on Sunday. The 
public is invited to all sessions. 

• Schenectady, N.Y. - April 17-19 there will 
be "A Prayer Advance Week-End" led by Mr. 

John Harvey, a Research Chemist with E. I. 
DuPont de Nemours, Wilmington. The week-end 
will start with a meal followed by singing 
and a lecture. Saturday there will be small 
prayer discovery experiences, rhythms, cre¬ 
ative period, and lectures. The meeting 
will conclude on Sunday with a Blessing Ser¬ 
vice. The entire cost is $ 4.00. 

• Baltimore, Md. - April 5, at Towson Presby- 
terian Church, Susy Smith, internationally 

• Nebraska - In April the Nebraska Chapter 
will sponsor "SFF - Bach Festival". Dr. 

Marcus Bach, 'Researcher Extraordinary', will 
present an address, "A Time for a Change of 
Thinking". For date, time and place, contact 
Mrs. Gail Lee, 2219 S. 123rd Street, Omaha. 

■ known author and lecturer, speaking on the 
subject, "The Exciting Implications of ESP". 

• Philadelphia, Pa. - Arthur Ford will be 
guest speaker at a members-only banquet on 
April 23. Tickets are available only at 

SFF sponsored meetings. 

• Woodbury, N.J. - Remaining lectures in the 
series will include "Prayer and Communion with 
the Other Side" by the Rev. William Rauscher 
on April 14: and "The Place of Mysticism in 
the Religious Life", by Walter Houston Clark, 
Ph.D., on May 4. Both lectures to be held at 
Christ Episcopal Church, Woodbury. 

• New York City - April 6, 7:30 P.M., the 

Rev. David Albright will lecture on "A 

Renewed Faith Thru the Psychic". The Rev. 
Albright is highly recommended by Arthur 

Ford as an outstanding and inspirational 
lecturer in the psychic field. The meeting 
will be held at the Lexington Avenue Metho- 

• Atlanta, Ga. - On March 6, 1970 Mr. Theodore 
Swager spoke to the Atlanta Chapter on the 
subject "Expanding Spiritual Awareness". 

Special meetings for the officers and group 
leaders were held dealing with meditation 
techniques....In April, the Atlanta Chapter 
will present the Rev. Paul L. Walker of the 

Mt. Parau Church of God who will speak on 
'*The Gifts of the Spirit"... .Long range plans 
include lectures by Arthur Ford in June and 
George Daisley in September....An expanded 

aist ctiurcn. 

• Columbus, 0. - April 6, Mr. Charles Fa 
Falkenstine will be guest speaker at Gahanna 
Community Church, 7:30 P.M. 

• North Shore, Chicago - Rev. Alex Holmes, 
lecturer and healer, will speak at Garrett 
Theological Seminary, Room 205, April 23, 

8:00 P.M. 

local publication and a local library are in 
the building....The Atlanta Chapter is still 
basking in the warmth engendered by the visit 
of the Rev. Paul L. Higgins and his charming 
wife, Ruth, who were in Atlanta in January. 

Exciting plans for SFF are developing. As 
these materialize additional financing will 
be required. Bill Holes suggests that one 
way each of us could help would be to raise 
our membership category next time it comes up 
for renewal - or better yet, right now.' If 
you are now a regular member (individual or 
joint) think about moving to "contributing 
member" at $20-$99 per year. If already a 
contributing member why not become a "patron" 

• Reading, Pa. - The Reading Chapter will 
wind up its Spring program on Friday, Apr. 24 
with Professor Robert Jeffries, a physicist 
at the University of Bridgeport, Conn., 
speaking on "A Physicist Looks at the Para¬ 
normal". At Calvary Church, Mohnton. 

• Central Pennsylvania - On April 16, Mrs. 

Mary Sharp, Chairman of SFF Research, will 
tell of developments in research and explain 
how members may be contributing members of 
'the research team'. To be held in Harrisburg. 
For time and place, contact Mrs. John Bierstein, 
4211 Sussex Drive, Harrisburg. 

be done with SFF bills and reminders once and 
for all and become "life" members with a 
single final $500 payment,' But large or 
small, every bit helps. Your continued in¬ 
terest and support no matter what its form is 
always gratifying. 


































S. F. F. Study Series: THE PARANORMAL IN THE BIBLE 
Lesson 13 — March, 1970 


Subject: "REINCARNATION" 

-Prepared by Nadine Beck (Mrs. R. L.) 

I. Definition: 

a) UJebster 1 s New Collegiate Dictionary defines reincarnation as the 
belief that the souls of the dead successively return to earth in 
new forms or bodies; hence, a rebirth of a soul in a new, esp. a 
human, body. 

b) Susy Smith in Reincarnation For The Millions states that "Reincarn¬ 
ation presents the idea of a long succession of lives on earth for 
every soul, each life being like a day in the school of experience, 
teaching the individual new lessons through which he developes the 
capacities latent in his nature, grows in wisdom, and eventually 
reaches spiritual maturity." "Reincarnation is a concept of evo¬ 
lution based on the laws of cause and effect." 

II. Biblical references: 

The following references are not used as "proof" but rather that the 
theme of reincarnation suggests itself. UJhat is your interpretation of 
these Biblical references? 


a) Matthew 16:13 (NEB) — "UJhen he came to the territory of Caesarea 
Philippi, Jesus asked his disciples, "Who do men say that the Son 

of Man is? They answered, "Some say John the Baptist, others Elijah, 
others Jeremiah, or one of the prophets.' 'And you,' he asked, 'who 
do you say I am?'" 

b) Matthew 17:10 (NEB) — "The disciples put a question to him: 'Why 
then do our teachers say that Elijah must come first?' He replied, 
'Yes, Elijah will come and set ■everything right. But I tell you 
that Elijah has already come, and they failed to recognize him, and 
worked their will upon him; and in the same way the Son of Man is to 
suffer at their hands.' Then the disciples understood that he meant 
John the Baptist." 

c) Luke 9:7-8 (NEB) — "Now Prince Herod heard of all that was happening, 
and did not know what to make of it; for some were saying that John 
had been raised from the dead, others that Elijah had appeared, others 
again that one of the old prophets had come back to life." 

d) John 3:3 (NEB) — "Jesus answered, 'In truth, in every truth I tell 
you, unless a man has been born over aqain he cannot see the kingdom 
of God. ' " 


B ) 


n 


9 ) 

h) 


John 9:1-3 (NEB) — "As he went on his way 3esus saw a man blind from 
his birth. His disqiples put the question, 'Rabbi, who sinned, this 
man or his parents? Why was he born blind?' 'It is not that this man 
or his parents sinned,' Jesus answered; 'he was born blind that God's 
power might be displayed in curing him.'" 

John 14:2 (NEB) — "There are many dwelling-places in my Father's 
house; if it were not so I should have told you; for I am going there 
on purpose to prepare a place for you.'" 


Revelations 3:12 (NEB) — "He who is victorious - I will make him a 
pillar in the temple of my God; he shall never leave it.'" 


Revelation 13:10 (NEB) — "Whoever is meant for prison, to prison he 
goes. Whoever takes the sword to kill, by the sword he is bound to be 
killed. Here the fortitude and faithfulness of God's people have their 


place." 


(over) 








III. Comments: 


In Langley's book Edgar Cayce on Reincarnation , pages 179-201, is a con¬ 
densed history of the sixth century when it appears that Theodora, wife 
of Byzantine Emperor Oustinian, fairly successfully had eliminated from 
the Christian creed of teaching and history recorded to date the pre¬ 
existence of the soul as was previously generally accepted. 

Should you decide to keep an open mind about the possibility of reincar¬ 
nation being an explanation and answer to the injustices we so readily 
see about us, you are in good and plentiful company. A few who have 
revealed such a belief are Origin, St. Augustine, St. Gregory, Plato, 
Buddha, Cicero, Ban Sibelius, Emanuel Swedenborg, Victor Hugo, UJilliam 
Barnes, Balzac, Edwin lYlarkham, Abraham Lincoln, Ralph UJaldo Emerson, 

Helen Keller. 

IV. Suggestions for individual and/or group study: 

a) Had you been a historian, who accepted the prevailing theory of rein¬ 
carnation in the sixth century, with an assignment (death or torture 
being the alternative) of rewriting the Bible eliminating the idea of 
reincarnation, how would you have worded the verse in lYlatthew 17:10? 

b) How do you explain to your children that justice reigns in the midst 
of inequities? Does the lengthening of time over lifetimes give us 
a chance to right these injustices, or does it tempt you to put off 
the challenge to another lifetime? 

c) If you believe it probable that you will have life after death, is it 
just as logical that you had life before this birth? 

d) Does the acceptance of the interpretation of spiritual rebirth nec¬ 
essarily negate the idea of physical rebirth in Bohn 3:3-14? 

e) If you had chosen your parents and set of circumstances in your life¬ 
time, what lessons would have been your goal? Will you have to come 
back again to learn these virtues? Why did your child choose you? 

f) llihat is your explanation of a child of three being able to solve com¬ 
plicated mathematical problems or being a genius in music? 

g) Do you believe Besus was in his final incarnation? Could the second 
coming refer to another incarnation? 

h) As a Christian would you live your life any different if you believed 
you would be reincarnated again - or is this your final trip? 

V. Bibliography and references: 

All the following recommended readings are listed in 5.F.F. 1969 Books for 
sale or Lending Library Catalog or both: 

Cerminara: Many mansions 
Cerminara: The World Within 

Head & Cranston: Reincarnation 
Hodson: Reincarnation, Fact or Fallacy 

Ingraham: Incarnation and Reincarnation 

Bones: The Flowering Tree 

Langley: Edgar Cayce on Reincarnation 

Smith: Reincarnation for the millions 

Weatherford: The Case for Reincarnation 

Stevenson: Twenty Cases Suggestive of Reincarnation 

Stevenson: The Evidence for Survival from Claimed 

memories of Former Incarnations 

















MAKE OUR PRESIDENT'S PILGRIMAGE POSSIBLE.' 

We want SFF President Ross Sweeny to represent us at the July Seminars 
in England, meeting with members of the Churches' Fellowship there. 

But funds for this purpose were not provided in the 1970 budget, so 
we must ask for contributions from our members. Any sum from $ 1.00 to 
$ 100.00 will help. Check should be sent to Mr. William Holes, our 
Finance Chairman, care of the Evanston office. Today? 


HEALING WORKSHOP 


The ESP Research Associates Foundation, Little Rock, Arkansas, has announced its 
Second Annual Body, Mind and Spirit Healing Workshop to be held May 21, 22 and 23 at 
the famous Arlington Hotel, Hot Springs,^Arkansas. 

On the Workshop program, in addition to Sherman, will be "our own" Ambrose and 
Olga Worrall; Robert Allan Monroe, a prominent Virginia businessman who has developed 
a technique by which he has been able to experience out-of-the-body trips; and Irma 
Glen, nationally known organist. Additional information on the Healing Workshop can be 
obtained by writing the ESP Foundation, 1750 Tower Building, Little Rock, Arkansas 72201. 


SFF ANNUAL RETREAT DATES SET 


For the past two years SFF members 
have met in a mutual climate of quiet for 
individual communion and communication with 
the spiritual world. The Rev. Henry Hein, 
who chaired the Retreat Committee last year, 
is Chairman. 

The dates of the 1970 Annual Retreat 
have been set for July 6-10. Mr. Hein 
has again selected Carleton College at 


Northfield, Minnesota as the place for 
meeting. The 1970 theme is "Psychic 
Phenomena and Immortality". Several 
psychics will be attending. 

Plan to attend and reserve the 
Retreat dates on your calendar. You 
will receive a reservation form and 
further details from Chairman Henry Hein 
in the near future. 
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